
Lois Elizabeth (Epp) Schroeder
Aug. 8, 1939 – Sept. 7, 2022

Lois Elizabeth (Epp) Schroeder passed away at 
home on Sept. 7, 2022 after a two and a half 

year long battle with pancreatic cancer. Lois was 
born on a settler farm in Laird, Saskatchewan, 
Canada on Aug. 8, 1939 and moved to Abbotsford, 
British Columbia, Canada when she was a little 
girl. After graduating from high school at the age 
of 16, she worked in a local bank for a few years 
since as the youngest child in a Mennonite family, 
she felt her role was to stay home and take care 
of her father. Fortunately her older brother began 
to randomly leave college brochures around the 
house to try to convince Lois, who was stubborn 
to her core and could not be talked into doing 
anything that was not her idea, to leave home. 
Thank goodness that this had the desired effect – 
Lois enrolled in Bethel College in North Newton, 

Kansas when she was 19, majoring in English, and met Duane Schroeder when he 
was an 18-year-old freshman. It was destiny for these two; they married in 1961 at 20 
and 21.
 After finishing college, Lois and Duane moved their family to the Bay Area, 
eventually settling in Orinda in 1972 with their three children. Lois found jobs 
quickly, volunteering in the children’s schools when they were young and then 
working for the Orinda Union School District in the district office for the rest of her 
career. She retired in the late-‘90s when she was the Personnel Coordinator for the 
district. 
 Even while working, Lois had many adventures both with and without Duane. 
She enjoyed traveling all over the world – climbing Ayer’s rock in Australia, walking 
Hadrian’s wall in England, and even enduring the breast cancer three day walk in 
California TWICE to raise money for cancer research, to name just a few. She and 
Duane visited 49 countries in all! As further evidence of her courageous spirit, 20 
plus years ago, she decided that she wanted to live in England for a bit which was 
natural growing up a Canadian and a royal subject. After much research, and fully 
supported by Duane, she ended up booking a room for two months, sight unseen, in 
a little village called Lee on the coast of Devon. The people of this town welcomed 
her with open arms and it became her summer home away from home that she shared 
with many of her friends and family over the years. She subsequently mixed in yearly 
summer classes at Oxford (OUSSA), continuing her education with her ever-curious 
mind and creating life-long friendships with her classmates over English literature, 
popcorn, and glasses of Prosecco.
 When home, through an exchange program called Mennonite Your Way, Lois 
and Duane hosted many Mennonite tourists as they traveled through California. This 
voluntary sharing of their home with strangers was indicative of their generosity and 
heart. Lois made friends wherever she went and was amazing at cultivating those 
friendships all over the world. She was a force of nature and will be sorely missed by 
everyone who knew and loved her.
 Lois is survived by her husband of 61 years, Duane; daughter Kirsten Rogers 
(Peter); son Darren (Sonya); daughter Allison Hennessy (Sean); 11 grandchildren 
(Laura Hackford (Toby), Kyle, Matt, and Jon Rogers; Nicholas, Zachary, and Natalie 
Schroeder; Shannon, Kacie, Aimee, and Tyler Hennessy) and two great-grandsons 
(Luka and Ollie Hackford), plus numerous nieces and nephews.
 In lieu of flowers, please continue her legacy: give what you can to help others, 
make friends wherever you go, and strive to make the world a better place.

Richard (Dick) Holt
Sept. 11, 1938 – Aug. 12, 2022

After a lifetime of service to country and 
community, Richard W. Holt of Lafayette 

passed away Friday, Aug. 12, 2022 due to heart 
failure. He was 83. He was a graduate of the U.S. 
Naval Academy in Annapolis, Md., and spent 20 
years on active duty before transitioning to civilian 
life in 1981.
      He was born Sept. 11, 1938, in Port Huron, 
Mich., to Richard Watkins and Estella Mahon Holt. 
After the untimely death of his father when he was 
3, he moved with his mother and sister to Carmel. 
There he made many longtime friends, including 
Robin Burnham, whom he would re-meet after 
college and marry in 1962.
      Dick joined the Naval Reserve in high school. 
Through a competitive exam, he received an 
appointment to the Naval Academy, graduating in 

1961 with a BS degree in marine engineering. 
 Dick served on four ships, culminating with the USS Enterprise nuclear aircraft 
carrier in Alameda. He was pleased to be selected for one of the earliest classes of the 
Navy’s Destroyer School in Newport, R.I. Along the way he earned a master’s degree 
in human resources management from Pepperdine University. He retired with the rank 
of lieutenant commander. 
 In civilian life, Dick used his engineering and management skills at Kaiser Steel. 
After that, he worked in both commercial and residential real estate as a broker.
Committed to improving his surroundings and helping others, Dick was involved in 
community causes including his children’s schools, coaching youth sports, driving for 
Meals on Wheels, and serving on the boards of several non-profits. He served on the 
City of Lafayette’s Planning Commission (for 25 years) twice as its chairman, and on 
the city Environmental Task Force. 
 Dick was an active Rotarian for 31 years, including a term as president. He 
helped found and organize the annual Concert at the Res at the Lafayette Reservoir 
to benefit music programs in the schools and spearheaded Rotary’s collaboration with 
the Lafayette Community Foundation to build a permanent stage in the Reservoir in 
2012.
 As a result of many years devoted to the community, he and his wife, Robin, 
were jointly named Lafayette Citizens of the Year in 2017. 
 Dick loved sharing good conversation and laughter with family and friends. He 
was known for bringing out piles of sweaters for everyone once the evening chill set 
in on the patio. He planned a bicycle trek through the Netherlands and Belgium when 
his children were in their 20s and had fun building playhouses, stores, and puppet 
theaters out of cardboard boxes with his grandchildren. He loved running, sailing, 
singing, playing the guitar, and costume parties. He always wore his tuxedo on New 
Year’s Eve. Dick and Robin maintained a second home in Carmel, and he always said 
he was going to come back someday as a dog on the Carmel beach.
 He was devoted to his family: soulmate of nearly 60 years, Robin, daughter 
Stannie of San Mateo, Calif., recently deceased son Tyler (Anne) of Bethesda, Md., 
son Spencer (Karen) of San Diego, and four grandchildren, Lilly, Daniel, Gavin, and 
Colin Holt. He also will be missed by his sister Sally Holt Jett, and many in-laws, 
nieces, nephews, and cousins.  
 A memorial service is scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 22, at 4 p.m. at the Lafayette 
Veterans’ Building. Donations may be sent to: Lafayette Community Foundation, 
www.lafayettecf.org or the Cancer Support Community, www.cancersupport.net/
donate. 




